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Serving as leaders for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Western North Carolina has been humbling and an
hanar. The mission of BBBSWNC is to ignite the promise and potential of all youth. Since 1982, we have
served thousands of youth ages 6 to 18 in our region. Praviding one-to-one mentoring during the
pandemic has proved to be more critical than ever, as Littles have experienced unprecedented levels of
stress. social isolation and even depression.

Though challenging. this past year has also been one of tremendous growth. We have reached several
significant milestones to serve not only our Littles but also their families. such as developing innovative
programs to keep our matches engaged. providing programming that ensures those we serve have bright
futures beyond graduation, and establishing our first partnership with a transitional living facility.

BBBSWNC is now serving mare youth from different backgrounds than ever before. We're thrilled to have
the opportunity to begin a High School Bigs program with the Cherokee Gentral School on the Qualla
Boundary. In the upcoming year. several of the programs you'll be reading about in this report will be
expanding. And we have another new one on the horizon - Bow You're Wow, a program where we partner
with animal rescue arganizations by having our Bigs and Littles volunteer to walk dogs awaiting
adoption.

Making a difference in a child’s life is one of the most gratifying ways to give back and to give to the
future. We need you! Here are some ways you can get involved:

- Become a Big and help make a difference in a child’s life

- Serve an a BBBS Advisory Council or committee in your community
- Serve an the BBBSWNCG Regional Board of Directors

= Join us for a “Give Back Day.” which helps lacal community projects
- Support Big Brothers Big Sisters with a financial contribution
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Meet some matches

“This was one of the best days of my life.”

enjoys going out to eat and talking about soccer and school.
Terri believes the relationship will be a lifelong connection.

Our outcomes
9[]% improved

self-confidence

86% improved

school behavior

79% impraved

problem solving

75% improved

school attendance

7] u/l] mare eager

to learn at school
69% improved
school engagement

Source: Local youth
outcome surveys. 2021




Big things we've done this year

Soon after BearWaters
Brewing. a big supporter
of BBBS, was flooded in
August like much of
Ganton, BBBSWNC was
there, mucking out
bathraoms. cleaning the
graunds, and
straightening young trees.
"There are not enough
words to adequately thank
BBBS for their sincere
assistance and friendship
during the floods.” Canton
mayor Zeb Smathers says.

“From Day 1,” Smathers
says, “the organization
stood with Ganton,
whether that be through
volunteering, clean up, or
just lending a kind word.”



Canoe x 2

This year Little Brother Landon helped
his Big Brother David build not ane, but
twao, canoss, for BBBS of Haywood
County to auction off. These light-weight
canoes, 11.5 fest each, were an display at
BearWaters Brewing in Ganton before
the lucky winner was announced Dec. 23
- just in time for Christmas!

Talk about networking! With the help of
new friends, our BBBSWNCG team came in
third in the Drums & Dragons boat race in

August. “Because we had some people

drop from our roster last minute each
heat, we scrambled to ask for paddlers
from other teams to join us,” staffer

Blaine Weiss said. Nonprofits made up
mast of the teams racing on Lake Julian.

Twelve matches went kayaking this fall an
Lake Junaluska, thanks to a generous
community member and our Glub Summit
leaders. Thanks go also to Golt Miller. a
Waynesville Recreation Center employee
who facilitated and provided Bigs and
Littles with the gear while teaching them
how to be safe on the water.

“Colt and the other members were very
helpful while also letting us have quality
time with our Littles.” one Big said.



In sarly December, BBBSWNC signed a memaran-
dum of understanding with the Cherokee Central
Schools Board of Education to provide mentoring
services to young peaple on the Qualla Boundary.

, according to a story in
The Cherokee One Feather.

Look for more about our work in the Qualla
Boundary in 2022.
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Little Sister Malia with Susan Kocher, Little Brother Ryan in 2017 with Dave Gilderslegve,

our Big Sister of 2020 our Big Brother of 2020
OUR MISSION
OUR VISION
<LEARN ABOUT US DONATE TO US »

bbbswne.org bbbswne.org/donate
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